
A member of WtS recently test-drove a powerful way to directly communicate with legislators 
that goes beyond ranting on social media and traditional contact methods. Elected officials do 
care about the opinions of their constituents, including what is written in local newspapers where 
they live. Small newspapers all around the country publish editorials written by people for the 
folks that live in that community. Elected officials obviously pay heed to the larger editorial 
boards at the New York Times, the Washington Post, etc, but they also pay attention to 
editorials written by their hometown constituents. If you can publish your own op-ed in the New 
York Times, more power to ya, but if you’re like most of the rest of us and you want to shout 
about your local elected official’s decisions in print, reach out to your local newspaper. There’s a 
decent chance that they will publish your thoughts, and there’s a better chance that if it’s 
published, your elected officials will read it. If you can manage to distill your advocacy and 
opinions into a thoughtful critique on paper, you can use it as an opportunity to make your 
elected official feel pressure from constituents for whatever he/she has done. It is possible to 
project your thoughts to your representatives while giving your disappointment agency and an 
ability to affect change. 
 
Our colleague was angry, so she wrote to her local newspaper, and her Congressperson 
acknowledged her argument and altered his position. But, anger isn’t the only reason to 
advocate for science. Op-eds are an extremely effective tool for communicating with those in 
power, and they can influence decisions. My colleague’s piece led to a change in her 
representative’s position on science-related legislation. If you want to advocate on behalf of 
science and need an outlet to overcome the obstacles of getting your legislator’s attention, write 
an op-ed to your local newspaper. Your representatives will read it, and change might come as 
a result. 
 
Here are some tips for writing an effective op-ed to advocate for sensible science policy: 
 

1) Be clear and direct about how legislation could affect you. 
2) Communicate what you would like your elected official to do about it. 
3) Refer to any attempted personal communication with your elected officials.  If they aren’t 

giving satisfactory responses during your personal communications, call them out. 
4) Cite source material to substantiate your position (facts do matter, contrary to popular 

belief).  


